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Metacleidochasma planulata: Gordon & d’Hondt, 1997: recorded it from many of the Southwestern Pacific
island groups including Vanuatu, as well as Indonesia,59.
Tonga, French Polynesia, and Hawaii. Ryland & Hay-
ward (1992) reported it (as Schedocleidochasma por-Description
cellanum, see Hayward & Ryland, 1995a) to be veryAutozooids in early ontogeny generally bear 4 (but can
common at over 20 of the sites they sampled at Heronvary from 3–5) oral spines which are soon obscured by
Island, Great Barrier Reef. It was not found in thesucceeding autozooids. Only 2 frontal pores appear,
material examined for the present study, however.situated near the margin on either side of the autozooid

at its widest point. Soule et al. (1991) describe the
GENUS RETEPORELLA BUSK, 1884rare presence of a large, orifice-sized, broadly oval,

adventitious avicularium, proximal to the orifice. Ovi-
Type species: Reteporella flabellata Busk, 1884.cell globose, imperforate, with a slit-like opening and

completely fused labellum; ovicells become immersed,
indistinct, only the slit above the labellum visible. RETEPORELLA GRAEFFEI (KIRKENPAUER)
Tatiform ancestrula with 9 spines around a large, (Fig. 19B)
distally positioned, rounded, membranous frontal area; Retihornera graeffei Kirkenpauer, 1869: 30.
3 spines evenly spaced around the proximal half of the Reteporella graeffei: Harmer, 1934: 573, pl. 35, figs
frontal membrane, the remainder around the distal 12–15, pl. 38, figs 13–15; text-figs 25E, 31, 32; Ry-
half. land, 1984: 74, figs 38.11, 40.31–34; Ryland & Hay-

ward, 1992: 285, figs 28c,d, 29a.
Remarks

None of the specimens of Metacleidochasma planulata Distribution
found in Vanuatu had the frontal avicularia described

Reteporella graeffei is a common member of shallowby Soule et al. (1991), and noted by Gordon & d’Hondt
reef faunas throughout the tropical western Pacific(1997) in the type specimen, but not noted by Canu &
from Queensland and the Great Barrier Reef to Japan,Bassler (1929).
ranging westwards through Indo-Malaysia to Sri
Lanka and East Africa. It should be noted that the

Distribution type locality is Fiji, and thus the described geographical
Originally described from the Philippines by Canu & range may include some spurious records, referring to
Bassler (1929), the species was redescribed from Ha- species other than Reteporella graeffei sensu stricto. In
waii as Metacleidochasma ovale by Soule et al. (1991), Vanuatu a small fragmentary sample was found at
who noted its further distribution in the Maldives, Poanangisu in loose coral debris.
Thailand, Tonga, and French Polynesia. Its occurrence
in Port Vila Harbour and at Iririki Island, is thus not

GENUS SCHEDOCLEIDOCHASMA SOULE,surprising.
SOULE & CHANEY, 1991

GENUS PLESIOCHLEIDOCHASMA SOULE, Type species: Schedocleidochasma porcellaniforme
SOULE & CHANEY, 1991 Soule, Soule & Chaney, 1991.

Type species: Lepralia porcellana var. normani Liv-
SCHEDOCLEIDOCHASMA PORCELLANIFORME SOULE,ingstone, 1926.

SOULE & CHANEY

(Fig. 21A,B)PLESIOCHLEIDOCHASMA NORMANI (LIVINGSTONE)
Schedocleidochasma porcellaniforme Soule, Soule &Lepralia porcellana var. normani Livingstone, 1926:

Chaney, 1991: 481, pl. 1, fig. 6, pl. 5, figs 3, 4.92, pl. 8, fig. 1.
Plesiocleidochasma normani: Soule, Soule & Chaney,

1991: 474, pl. 3, fig. 3, pl. 4, fig. 4; Hayward & Description
Ryland, 1995a: 565. Autozooids bear three oral spines in early ontogeny

Schedocleidochasma porcellanum: Ryland & Hayward, which are later obscured by succeeding autozooids.
1992: 287, fig. 27e. Primary orifice with a large, almost circular, smooth

anter and a small, deep, arrow-shaped poster. Avic-
Remarks ularia, small, single or paired, directed distolaterally;

rostrum acute triangular, with slightly raised acu-Plesiocleidochasma normani appears to be widely dis-
tributed in the western Pacific. Soule et al. (1991) minate tip; crossbar complete, with short columella.
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